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Deutsche Front was nothing but a continuation of the former Nazi
Party; that it still exerted pressure on the population; that it worked
in collusion with officials in the service both of the Saar Government
and of the Reich Government and Nazi Party; and that there were
serious grounds for suspicion as to the activities of the Ordnungsdienst,
of the prohibited S.A. formations and of an extremist organization
called the Eiserne Brigade Spaniol and led by the former chief of the
Deutsche Front. Mr. Knox's report of the 17th August also com-
mented on documents relating to the voluntary labour service depart-
ment of the Deutsche Front containing proposals that about 10,000
Saar Germans should be enrolled in the Reich Labour Service, and
should be stationed outside the demilitarized zone, beyond the regular
period of training, until the time of the plebiscite. They were to
undergo special training similar to that of the S.A. and S.S. and
including c defensive sport'. Evidence was produced that the number
of these volunteers had risen to 16,000 and that their loyalty was
ensured by a system of threats and spying. In consequence of these
discoveries the Governing Commission forbade Saar Germans to enlist
in the labour service, and ordered all those who had served in it,
together with members of the former S.A. and S.S., to report to the
police. As the Commission considered it more than ever desirable to
strengthen its police force and could not find enough suitable recruits
in the Territory who did not belong to some partisan group, in its
communication of the 3rd August it requested the President of the
League Council to approach the states members of the League in
order to facilitate a request on its part for individual recruiting among
their nationals. Four Governments replied favourably to a circular
letter on this subject from the President of the Council, but when
recruiting ceased on the 12th December only about 100 constables
and 20 officers had been appointed, while 236 constables had been
recruited in the Saar itself.

Meanwhile the French Government had continued their study of
the questions raised by the liquidation of the existing regime in the
Saar, and on the 31st August Monsieur Barthou presented an aide-
memoire1 to the League Council urging that during its coming session
it should examine these questions and should whenever possible
adopt 'solutions of principle9 keeping in view all three alternatives.
This would make the transition period easier and the plebiscite itself
more trustworthy, since the Saarlanders would no longer be in doubt
as to the consequences of their votes. It was particularly desirable
that the r6gime to be established if the Territory came under the
1 Text in League of Nations Official Journal, October 1934, pp. 11S5-7.